
 
  

 
 
 

 

23rd March 2020 

 
 
Dear Member 

We regret to inform you that with immediate effect, the bowling green will be closed until further 

notice and the gate will be locked to prevent access. 

The Committee has not taken this decision lightly and we did consider a few alternative options to 

try to keep the green open, but it was felt that this was not possible at this time. Clearly it will be 

disappointing that we cannot even go and practice at the green even though all league matches have 

already been suspended. However, we consider that this decision was necessary to protect all 

members. 

As a Committee with control of the club, we have a duty under Health & Safety regulations to ensure 

that the green and clubhouse are safe for the persons using them so far as reasonably practicable. 

Under normal circumstances, this is not a big risk for us. However, in the current climate this is more 

problematic. 

With the current government guidance relating to the COVID-19 virus being to apply social 

distancing to reduce social interaction between people in order to reduce the transmission of the 

virus, it would not be appropriate or socially responsible for us to keep the green open where 

members could be put at risk. 

We will clearly keep this decision under review considering all further advice from the Government 

& Public Health England and it is hoped that we may all be back bowling later in the season. 

Under our constitution, all subscriptions are due to be paid by members by 1st May each year. We 

appreciate that with the green closed, you will not be able to make use of your membership at this 

time and thus members may be reluctant to pay their subscriptions at this time. 

However even if the green is closed, the club still has ongoing maintenance costs to keep the green 

in a fit state so that it will be ready for playing if we are able open the green later in the year. The 

Committee are taking actions to reduce the work to be undertaken to the minimum required level 

to reduce these ongoing costs as an interim measure, but we will not be able to eliminate such costs 

entirely. 

As a result, we are asking all members for their support to pay their subs as normal so that the club 

has funds available to keep the required minimum maintenance levels up to date. Without having 
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the income of the subs, the club would not be able to cover these maintenance costs and the club 

would have to fold.  

Clearly this is all something which we wish to avoid and thus I hope that you will support us by 

paying your subs to ensure that Whitkirk Bowling Club can continue to exist.  

We would also ask that you pay the £10 Whitkirk Club subs which is an annual fee to cover the 

period from June and thus even though the club is closed at present, you should be able to take 

advantage of your subscription when the club re-opens right up to June 2021. 

Dependent upon how long the green is shut, the Committee could look at some form of refund for 

bowling club subs but this will depend on the financial standing of the club at the time. 

In these trying times, we hope you understand the decision we have had to make and will support 

our proposals as ultimately these are in the interests of all members in the long term to ensure we 

have a club and a good green and facilities to return to when bowling recommences. 

A reminder of the yearly subscriptions is below. 

Full Playing (1st Householder)   £50.00 (includes family membership of Whitkirk Club) 

Full Playing additional householders  £40.00 

Young Adult (19-25)    £ 20.00 

Junior Playing (Under 18 on 1 May)  £ 10.00   
 

These can be paid via cheque or bank transfer if paying by cheque please send it to. 
Kevin Collins      
52 Woodland Hill 
Halton  
LS15 7DG 

If you wish to pay by bank transfer, please quote your surname as a reference and use the bank 

details below. 

Sort Code: 05-00-50 

Account No: 62695060 

Thank you for support during these unprecedented times and stay safe. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Whitkirk Bowling Club Committee 

 
 
 


